Doing Right Because It is Right

In Egypt, Joseph became a slave to a man named Potipher. Potipher’s wife lied about
Joseph so he went to prison.
While in prison Joseph interpreted the dreams of two prisoners (the former cupbearer
and baker of King Pharaoh). The cupbearer was set free from prison and returned to the
Pharaoh’s service.
When the Pharaoh had a dream that no one could interpret, the cupbearer suggested he
call for Joseph. Joseph interpreted the dreams and Pharaoh was so impressed that he put
Joseph in charge of all of Egypt.
Read more about Joseph and learn how to teach the story to children here: Joseph in
Egypt and in Genesis 39:1-41:57.
Joseph was a man of integrity. He chose to live for God even though he was far from his
family and living in Egypt, a land far from his home.

Children need to learn about integrity. Integrity is doing the right thing because you
know it is the right thing to do. This means choosing to act or choosing not to act in a
certain way even if there is no reward or recognition. Integrity is choosing to do the right
thing even if no one is watching.
To help children apply integrity to their everyday life try the following idea.

Situation Cards
Write situations on cards. Each child should draw a card and act out the situation on the
card. The other children can guess what the child is acting out and explain how this
relates to integrity. Here are some examples of what you might write on the cards:
Integrity is seeing rubbish/trash on the floor and picking it up and putting it in the
bin without being asked.
Integrity is saying good things about someone when others are gossiping about
them.
Integrity is choosing not to watch a movie that you are not allowed to watch even
when you are at a friend’s house and your parents would never know.
Integrity is telling the teacher that you were playing by her desk and broke her vase
while she was out of the room.
Integrity is telling the truth even if it means you will get in trouble.
Integrity is finding money on the floor at the library and reporting it to the librarian
rather than putting it into your pocket.
Integrity is replacing someone else’s property that you broke.
Integrity is studying for the test and writing your own answers instead of copying
someone else’s work.
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