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“Teacher, when you tell stories, do you think sometimes you could tell me the one about the cross. | keep
wondering what that cross is about.” | will never forget that question from a little boy who attended church and
my Bible class for the first time.

This little boy had loved the Bible story and learning activities that day. He told his parents and me that he
wanted to come back every Sunday (and he did). What he experienced that day with us was extremely
important in his faith journey but it was clear that we were not the beginning of his journey. God had been
planting seeds in his heart all along the way. Seeds were planted every time this young man passed a church
building with a cross on it. Seeds were planted when he would see jewelry and billboards and bibles with
crosses on the front.

Seeds are planted at Easter time. Children see the crosses people are putting up on signs and in decorations.

The words “Christ”, “Christian”, “Jesus”,"resurrection” and phrases like “He is risen” are uttered by many people
whether they understand deeper truths or not. Many children (and adults) wonder, “What does it mean?”

Any day is a good day to share the story of Jesus but Easter time creates a perfect opportunity to answer the
guestions children are wondering about.

Resources for Telling the Story of Jesus

¢ 25 Ways to Teach Children about the Resurrection

The Triumphal Entry (the beginning of Jesus’ last week before the cross)

The Last Supper

Night of Betrayal and Prayer

The Trial of Jesus

Jesus is Crucified

Burial and Resurrection

Burial and Resurrection Family Bible Time (a lesson for adults and children together)

The One About the Cross

And yes, | shared the story of the cross with that little boy that first day. It was a condensed version but | wanted
to make sure he knew that this was one of the most important questions anyone could ever ask.

| told him that God created the whole world and he wanted everyone to be happy and love him. Sadly, people
made bad choices and that has made lots of bad things happen in this world. Sometimes people even die. God
was very sad that people had caused the earth to be so bad. Even though many people did not follow him he
still loved them. So God sent his son, Jesus, from heaven to earth to show everyone how to obey God and
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make good choices.
But many people did not believe Jesus and got so angry that they made him die on a cross.

But guess what!? He was dead but after 3 days Jesus came alive again! Jesus showed that he is stronger than
death and stronger than any bad thing that can ever happen.

Soon after he came back to life, the time came for Jesus to go to heaven to live with his Father again in heaven.
Before Jesus left he told his followers to be sure and tell other people the good news. The good news is that
“Jesus died but he came alive again!” God says that Jesus dying on the cross means that people can
change from being bad to being good. People who follow Jesus do not have to be afraid of dying. If you follow
Jesus then you will also come alive again to live in heaven someday!”

And THAT is the one about the cross!
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