Yes, They are Listening
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDlNqVqCUwY?rel=0
Sometimes we try our best and then wonder if children actually retain what we have taught them. I thought you
might enjoy watching this video of children sharing what they have learned. I don’t know about you, but these
children certainly encourage me to keep teaching!
Although we may sometimes view the Bible as a collection of stories it is actually one story. It is God’s Story. It is
about how he has revealed himself to mankind throughout history.
Thank you to the Memorial Road Church of Christ in Edmond, Oklahoma, USA for allowing me to post this video
on www.missionbibleclass.org
Thank you to the children on the video who are willing to share The Story!
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Keep it Simple: Stick Figures

There is something unassuming about a simple stick figure. It is not a great work of art. It does not have moving
parts nor is it usually animated.
Yet, at a camp last week some student teachers used stick figures to illustrate a Bible story for kids. The kids
were enthralled.
Why was that?
Kids are constantly stimulated by all sorts of colourful graphics on T.V., laptops and tablets. What was it that they
found so interesting about these simple figures?
Personally, I think that the unassuming imperfection of a simple stick figure relays a certain genuineness that
children can’t help but recognise. By keeping the visual aid simple the teachers communicated the following to
the children:
1.
2.
3.
4.

I drew this for you.
I don’t mind if you see me trying and making mistakes. I’m willing to share the “real me” with you.
This story is more important than my inadequacies so I want to share this with you.
God uses me (and you) for good when we put our pride to the side.

Here’s an encouragement for today. Strive to give your best effort when you teach
children but remember God can use even our most humble gifts to advance His
kingdom.

Supplies Used in this Story-telling Method:
A Bible and chosen Bible story
In the example above the story that was used was that of
Paul and Barnabas in Lystra (Acts 13 and 14)
Paper (in this case it was a poster board)
Markers or a pen

Instructions:
1. Read over the event in the Bible and outline the story. In the example above the outline was:
1. Paul heals the lame man in Lystra
2. The people of Lystra begin to worship Paul and Barnabas like they were gods
3. Paul tells them that only God should be worshipped. He is the giver of all gifts. He made everything
around them. But the people would not stop worshipping them.
4. Some angry men from another town came and started saying bad things about Paul and Barnabas.
They made the crowd very angry.

5.

2.
3.
4.
5.

The crowd became so angry that they threw
stones at Paul until he fell down and they said he was dead.
6. After the crowd left Paul got up. He and Barnabas left Lystra and continued on to other cities to
teach about Jesus.
Divide the paper into sections.
Draw the scenes of the story on each of the sections.
Before class begins cover each of the scenes with paper.
Remove the papers one at a time as you tell the story to the children. (By waiting to reveal pictures one at
a time you will help the children maintain a sense of anticipation.)

Adaptations:
Draw the pictures as you tell the story. This will require planning ahead and a little practice.
Ask another person to draw as you tell the story. Teenagers or adults could be the guest artist in your
class.
Older children can read the story from the Bible together with you and outline it. They could then plan out
the scenes and draw them themselves.
Instead of a number of scenes choose one scene and draw it together as a group.
Use other mediums besides paper and markers:
Paints or chalk pastels
Sidewalk chalk on the sidewalk, footpath or concrete
Sharpie pens or any number of purchased products made to write temporarily on glass. The teacher
or children can write on a window pane. (You will want to test this first to make sure it cleans up
well with window cleaner).
(for outside) Use a stick and draw in the sand.

Extra Help for Drawing Stick Figures:
Here are a few helpful instructional videos I have found online.
Drawing basic faces and emotions
Video (almost 6 minutes) at https://youtu.be/BFoIRV1Eo84
Adding dynamic actions to stick figures.
Video (4 1/2 minutes) at https://youtu.be/DkM6FgbQIGs
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Dressing Up is Serious Business
Fabric scraps, old sheets and other odds and ends can be treasure for a Bible class teacher. Using some of these
items a teacher might dress up as a Bible character to tell the story. A teacher can also collect items that
encourage children or other volunteers to play character roles in an impromptu re-enactment of the Bible story
they have just been taught.
Click here for instructions for making simple costumes that can be used for any Bible story that you teach.
The brave volunteers at left are modelling examples of costumes that could be used for Elijah’s nemeses, Jezebel
and Ahab in the story God Takes Care of Elijah.

Child’s Play or Ancient Teaching Method?
At first glance this might seem like a childish way to review or re-tell a story. How can something this fun be
serious, right? But think again! More than once in the Bible prophets used variations of costumes and props to
bring home a message from God.

Jeremiah and a Yoke
We can read in Jeremiah 27-28 how the prophet, Jeremiah, was instructed by God to wear a wooden yoke to show
how the people would fall under the rule of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.

Agabus and a Belt
As the Apostle Paul was making his way to Jerusalem, a New Testament prophet, Agabus, used a prop to warn
Paul of dangers awaiting him there. He removed Paul’s belt and then acted out the message by tying his own
hands and feet (Acts 21:7-14). Paul would also be bound in Jerusalem.

Give it a Try in Your Bible Class!
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