This Counts at Home, Too?

ears ago | taught a Bible story to a group of children and we

began to discuss the concept of kindness. | wanted the children to understand what kindness really was
and how they could practice kindness.

One young boy excitedly gave example after example of ways to show kindness. “We could take food to
someone who was hungry.” *“Carrying groceries for an elderly person at the grocery store would be
kindness.” “We could say kind words.”

After he listed a few examples of kindness | asked, “And how could you show kindness to your sister?

There was a long pause and then, with a horrified expression on his face, he asked, “You mean, this counts
at home, too?”

If ever there was an example of “the truth hit home” then this was one!

We must share the Bible with children. There is nothing that we could say that would have more eternal
impact than the words God speaks. But we cannot be satisfied with only conveying a set of facts or
teaching memory verses. God’s word is meant to be lived! Children need to learn and understand ways to
live out the things they have learnt in every part of their lives.

One helpful way to help children explore ways to live out their faith is to use a simple method | call Things
Matter. Simple items (things) from around your house can be used to draw out conversation about
everyday applications of God’s Word.

Click here for instructions and a 2 1/2 minute “how to” video. In the video | use two Bible stories as
examples: Sodom and Gomorrah and the Building of the Tabernacle.

Obey God’s message! Don’t fool yourselves by just listening to it. If you hear the message and
don’t obey it, you are like people who stare at themselves in a mirror and forget what they look
like as soon as they leave. But you must never stop looking at the perfect law that sets you
free. God will bless you in everything you do, if you listen and obey, and don’t just hear and
forget. James 1:22-25, CEV

Date
2026/04/04

Page 1
©2011-2026 Mission Bible Class, used by permission. Not to be sold. Find more free lessons at https://missionbibleclass.org/


https://i0.wp.com/missionbibleclass.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/15083635427_bdaae75c7a_z.jpg?quality=100&ssl=1
http://missionbibleclass.org/bright-ideas/life-application-activities/things-matter-conversations/
http://missionbibleclass.org/bright-ideas/life-application-activities/things-matter-conversations/
http://missionbibleclass.org/bright-ideas/life-application-activities/things-matter-conversations/
http://missionbibleclass.org/old-testament-stories/old-testament-part-1/tower-of-babel-through-joseph/sodom-and-gomorrah/
http://missionbibleclass.org/old-testament-stories/old-testament-part-1/exodus-through-12-spies/the-tabernacle/

