When Destructive Behaviour is a Good
Thing

If you asked me what my Bible Class was like this week I would have to say it was quite destructive…in a good
way!
The 4 and 5 year old children have been learning about the Divided Kingdom and this particular lesson was about
King Josiah and how he attempted to restore true worship of God in Judah. 2 Kings 22-23:30; 2 Chronicles 34-36
As I read about King Josiah and his zealous destruction of idols and places of false worship I wrestled with how I
would relate the severe actions of destruction and even death to the lives of these 4 and 5 year olds without giving
them nightmares or encouraging destructive behaviour in general.

How do we relate tough lessons in the Bible
to children?
Here’s how I prepared for the lesson about Josiah. There were many actions and themes that children this age
would find confusing and disturbing. So, as I read about Josiah, I tried to focus on God and then thought about
how Josiah responded to him. Here’s what I came up with:
God is Holy and Josiah believed this passionately and wanted to honour him.
God desires and commands our sole worship. Josiah was indignant about the prevalent idol worship in the
kingdom.
God expects to be taken seriously. Josiah took his kingship seriously and was determined to change his
kingdom.
God displays emotions but he always does the right thing. Josiah’s anger, indignation and outrage did not
lead him to sin. These emotions propelled him into actions that honoured God.
God’s Word is true. Josiah had respect for God’s Word and obeyed it.
God is concerned about everyone. As king, Josiah displayed leadership and shared God’s Word with his
people.
Trying to teach all of these would have been too much for 4 and 5 year olds to comprehend so I focused on just
two main points that I thought they could best relate to. I felt confident in the priority of these choices since they
are also how God started when he issued the 10 Commandments.
1. God is Holy.
2. Do not worship idols or anything else besides God.

God is Holy
We spent time in a “special” area I had created in our classroom. I wasn’t trying to re-create the temple but I
made the space special with some silver wrapping paper and some strings of gold beads that I found. As we sat in
this space we read from God’s special book, talked about the special tabernacle and temple and then spent some
time talking about how God is different and holy.

Do Not Worship Idols
After sharing the Bible story we spent some time destroying idols! The children took turns finding a scroll I hid
underneath some carpet tiles. If they found the scroll they “read” it.

Yes! for God……….No! for idols

Once they found and read the scroll they then followed Josiah’s example in clearing out all of the idols. The
biblical version is much more graphic. We expressed our outrage by kicking them and knocking them down.
To conclude the class we gathered in and focused on God’s holiness one more time.
For older children I would follow up by taping pictures of other “idols” on the boxes to show that anything we
place as more important than God can be our idol. This might include possessions, beauty, sports…and the list
goes on.
Click here to download instructions and pictures for the “Destroying Idols” activity.
Click here for resources for teaching about Josiah.
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