Preparing Children for the Cost of Discipleship

Some people treat the bible like a book of fairy tales where each story always ends with the villain being
punished and the good person being declared a hero. But the bible is not a fairy tale. There will eventually be a
great day of eternal reckoning but, meanwhile, choosing to follow God comes at a cost and good people suffer
along the way.

As much as | would like to protect children from this harsh reality of life | know it is my responsibility as a
teacher to begin preparing them for the weapons Satan will relentlessly use against them.

Situation Cards are a simple way teachers can help prepare children in a way they can easily relate to. It
extends a bible lesson beyond facts and memorization to application to everyday life.

Before class the teacher writes situations on cards. In class, after

learning what God has to say in his word, students take turns choosing cards and reading the situations. The
teacher guides conversation as the students describe what they might choose to do in the various scenarios.
The teacher encourages the children to discuss and pray about their concerns. Refer to this short training
video for instructions and an example using the story of the Stoning of Stephen.

Non-threatening, age appropriate conversations in the safe environment of a children’s bible class is a great
way to help form the faith of a child. This formation of faith begins in childhood as the Apostle Paul instructed
the young man, Timothy:
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“In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,while evildoers
and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in
what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 3:12-17, NIV
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