
Yes, This Counts at Home

 

The best lessons are not what goes on in my Bible class.  The best lessons are what the children take with them when
they leave.

Years ago I was teaching children about the Fruit of the Spirit.  One young child was in total agreement with love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness and faithfulness.  These were great concepts and he loved learning about them and
exploring how they apply in church and in school and with his friends.  But I’ll never forget his reaction when I
mentioned that the Fruit of the Spirit should also be displayed to our brothers and sisters in our family.

This young man, moments before, had been enthusiastic when talking about these concepts in various other settings. 
Now, he looked at me in shock and horror and said, “What! This counts at HOME too?”

This child realised a truth that is for all of us.  It is God’s intention that we apply what we learn to ALL parts of our lives.
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Prayer Cards are one way to help children understand this important truth.

I was able to use these recently when teaching about Joseph’s brothers selling him into slavery.  As we explored the
tense relationship between Joseph and his brothers I asked the children in my class to consider relationships with their
own siblings.  Even if we do not always get along we should want the best for them.  One way to do this is to pray for
them.

I supplied paper, scissors and pens.  As we talked about our siblings we wrote their names on cards.  In class we prayed
for each one.  Then, the children took the cards home so they could remember to pray for their siblings.

Yes, prayer counts at home, too.

Full instructions for prayer cards
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