Am I Willing to Sacriﬁce?
Some stories in the Bible lend themselves to crafts and colouring sheets. This is not one of them.
There is no way to lightly depict a father being asked to kill and sacrifice his precious son. The story of Abraham
Preparing to Sacrifice His Son is a test of faith like no other.
Of course, even as Abraham was about to carry through with what God had told him to do, an angel intervened
and stopped him. Yes, Abraham had reasoned that God would not ask this unless he planned to bring his son,
Isaac, back from the dead after the sacrifice (Hebrews 11:17-19). But even so, there was a father and a son and a
knife.
As difficult it is to comprehend the events of Genesis 22:1-18 they are only a foreshadowing of another time, later
in history, when another father allows his son to be sacrificed on a cross.
I wanted the children in my Bible class to contemplate sacrifice. I wanted them to think about what it would mean
to love and trust God so much that we would be willing to give up something we hold precious. Abraham passed
the test and showed he was willing to go to any extreme God asked of him. Would we pass that test?
The following activity meant a lot to my group of kids so I thought you might like to try it too. Like Abraham, they
will be taken to the very edge in contemplating sacrifice but then they will not actually be sacrificing.
I would suggest you speak calmly and not too fast so that you create an environment of contemplation among the
children.

Supplies you will need:
Enough paper so that each child will have a few small sheets of paper
Pens or pencils
Some flat stones
Something upon which to place the stones (I used a round metal pizza pan)
An empty box of matches

Instructions:
After telling the story of Abraham and Isaac further discuss how God was more important to Abraham than
anything or anyone. Abraham proved that he was willing to sacrifice even the most important thing in his life, his
son. Is God that precious to us? What would we be willing to sacrifice if we were tested?
1. Have the children write or draw what is important or precious to them on small pieces of paper. One item
on each piece of paper. As they write you can already begin asking them whether the thing written on their
paper is as important as God. Keep in mind that this is not about good or bad. They will be writing down
some very good things and people. This is about whether or not God is more important than even the
MOST precious things.
2. After they have written for a little while then bring out the stones and stack them together to form an altar.
My class was sitting at a table so I placed the stones on the metal pizza pan in the centre of the table. The
children immediately recognised it was an altar.

3. Now ask the children to think carefully about what they have written on their papers and whether or not
they would be willing to give them up (sacrifice them) if God asked them to.
If they are willing to give it up then have them scrunch up the piece of paper and place it on the altar. Don’t
rush this. Allow them to really consider. More than one child in my class was not ready to “sacrifice” what
they had written but, after some thought, bravely decided to do so. When they place something on the altar
be sure and tell them you understand how difficult it is and are proud they have made that decision. After
all, sacrifice is difficult for children just like it is difficult for us adults!
4. Once the papers are all on the “altar” then bring out the matchbox. When you seem to be ready to burn all
of these sacrifices then open the matchbox to show that it is empty.
At this point continue the conversation to relate the activity back to Abraham. Here is what I said, “Of course we
are not going to burn all of these things. God wants us to enjoy all of these blessings in our lives. After all, many
of these people and things are very good for us and he does not want us to give them up.
But God DOES want us to understand that HE is more important than even the best things in our lives. Isaac was
the best thing in Abraham’s life but Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice him showed that God was even more
important than his beloved son.
In today’s bible lesson we learn that God tested Abraham to see if he was willing to give up Isaac if it was for God.
Abraham passed the test.
And guess what? Today we have had a kind of test. YOU were willing to give up your precious things if it was for
God. You showed that God is more important than all of these things. You passed the test. I am so proud of you.”
At the conclusion of the activity I prayed out loud for each child individually.
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Mustard Seeds and Matryoshka Dolls

Teaching Jesus’ parables to three and four year olds is challenging. Pre-schoolers struggle understanding abstract
concepts. The figurative nature of the parables will largely pass them by because they usually think in more
literal terms.
This morning the class I was teaching tackled the Parable of the Mustard Seed. Jesus told a story about a farmer
planting a tiny little seed. The seed sprouted and grew into the tallest of trees.
We began the class by sorting seeds. The children pulled the tiny mustard seeds from the pile and we marveled
that such a tiny seed could grow into a large tree.
The three little boys I was teaching are also very small. They dream of the day when they can be big and strong
like their dads. Great men begin as little boys.
Sometimes hands-on activities are helpful in helping pre-schoolers understand concepts. I chose a couple of these

to stress the point about growth.
First, I placed a tiny little paper circle on the table. Then, one at a time, I revealed a set of circles of ever
increasing size. The children loved stretching their vocabulary to describe the sizes. Tiny, little, small,
medium, bigger, enormous, giant and finally, super super huge.
Secondly, I was able to make use of some Matryoshka (nesting) dolls that I had on hand. Seeing the sizes
displayed in doll form helped the children relate to how they themselves are in the process of growing.
All in all it was a great class.
Sometimes my efforts in teaching seem extremely small. What difference will my teaching make in the bigger
picture? This parable reminds me that God does great things from small beginnings.
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The Puzzling Attraction of Puzzles

Disorder and exposed edges cause us to be tense and unsettled. We fervently scan for those straight edges to
establish a boundary and begin to sort things out. We aren’t satisfied until everything is in its proper place and
the picture is complete.

It is no wonder we say we “work” puzzles. The process doesn’t seem like “play” at all.

It is work. Yet, even when there is no outside competition involved, we find pleasure in that work. It is a quest for
the solution. A desire to find the answer to the problem. Figuring out how the pieces fit together. Consciously or
not, all of us are looking for answers. God, in his wisdom has created us curious and hungry to ‘know’. It
sometimes feels like very hard work and yet we still seek.
As teachers we can walk alongside children and guide them in the important Christian-life-skill of looking for
answers and seeking truth. Throughout their lives truth will always be found in God.

You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole being longs for
you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water. Psalm 63:1, NIV

A good lesson plan for Bible Class should include challenging and pleasurable learning activities that
motivate children to think.
Challenges don’t have to be complicated. One simple activity is an adaptation of jig-saw puzzles. Click here for
written instructions and links to good online teaching pictures you can use.
Or watch this 2 minute training video below.
May God bless you as you help children seek answers.
.
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