
The Great Commission- Colour My
World!

Today in Bible Class we studied about the Great Commission and the Ascension of Jesus.

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (NIV)

I stressed four important words in the commission: Go, disciple, baptise and teach.

I asked how we could “make disciples” and I got the best possible response.  A little girl said, “Well, I think we could just tell someone
a story about Jesus and then they will want to follow him.  Then they can tell someone else and they will want to follow him.  And then
they can tell…”  This went on for a little while until someone else interrupted with, “If our whole class goes out today and tells
someone then I think everyone in the world will be a disciple in about an hour!”

I want their faith!

Here is the class activity we did to help us learn about telling the world about Jesus.

Supplies:

A plate with enough edge that it can hold liquid.
A spoon
A small bowl or saucer
Eye dropper (if you have one, I didn’t)
Toothpicks
Milk
Cooking Oil
Dish-washing liquid

Instructions:

Pour a few drops of the dish-washing liquid into a small bowl and soak the ends of toothpicks in it.  Set aside.1.
Pour enough milk into the plate so the bottom of the plate is covered and there is a thin layer of milk.2.
Pour oil over the milk.  You don’t need as much oil as milk but you’ll need enough for it to eventually form a very thin layer3.
over the milk (Don’t stress over the amounts).  Stir with the spoon then set the spoon to the side.
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Now, spend a few minutes watching the milk and oil separate and form oil clusters.  4.
While this is happening talk about how this looks like the world and all its people.  People like to live together in1.
families and towns and countries.  The plate looks like a map of the world.
Then talk about what it would be like if no one in the world followed Christ.2.
Now, add drops of food colouring to represent Christians and talk about how Christians live in the world among people3.
who do not follow Christ.  (If I had used a little eye dropper my “drops” would not have spread so much and this would
have worked better.  Small droplets will make the best effects.)  What if Christians only stayed in one place and never
told people about Jesus.

Now for the fun part!  Ask the children what they think the world would look like if Christians were to follow the Great5.
Commission and go out into the world to tell other people about Jesus.  Then let the children take turns lightly touching the
soap end of a toothpick to one of the drops of food colouring.  Amazingly, the food colouring shoots out across the milk and oil
and makes amazing colours.
Continue doing this until the white plate is full of colours.  All the while you and the children are doing this talk about how6.
telling people about Jesus changes the world.

I really think you will love this idea!  Here are some photos (click to enlarge):

3.
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5.

7.

Great Commission- Colour My World Craft!
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Food for Thought- Transfiguration

Even a snack or food can help children understand the meaning of Scripture.

I’m quite confident in this method because it is one that God used often.  Stories that come to mind are The Passover, Manna and
Quail, The Last Supper and even in the way we are asked to remember Christ in communion.

Tonight in Bible class we studied about the Transfiguration of Christ from Matthew 17:1-13.  The children and I read the Scripture
together as we made and ate our snack.
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(Teacher Tip: I found out, the hard way, that 2 of the children were lactose intolerant so you might want to check that first � )

Supplies:

Ice Cream
Cola (any fizzy/gassy drink will do)
A spoon or ice-cream scoop
Cups
Spoons

Instructions:

Read Matthew 17:1-3 to the children and discuss.  We spent a while talking about what the word “transfiguration” means (A1.
complete change of form or appearance into a more beautiful or spiritual state.)
“After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by
themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the
light. 3 Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.” NIV
Continue reading through verse 13 taking time to emphasis verse 52.
5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with
him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”
Now pass out the cups and spoons.  Fill each child’s cup with 3 scoops of ice-cream.  As you do this emphasise the 3 men who3.
appeared on the mountain: Jesus, Moses and Elijah.
Now for the “cloud”!  Pour cola over the ice-cream and watch the froth rise.4.
My kids loved this.   By the time we had repeated the process for each child all the children knew the story well.5.
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