Am I Willing to Sacriﬁce?
Some stories in the Bible lend themselves to crafts and colouring sheets. This is not one of them.
There is no way to lightly depict a father being asked to kill and sacrifice his precious son. The story of Abraham
Preparing to Sacrifice His Son is a test of faith like no other.
Of course, even as Abraham was about to carry through with what God had told him to do, an angel intervened
and stopped him. Yes, Abraham had reasoned that God would not ask this unless he planned to bring his son,
Isaac, back from the dead after the sacrifice (Hebrews 11:17-19). But even so, there was a father and a son and a
knife.
As difficult it is to comprehend the events of Genesis 22:1-18 they are only a foreshadowing of another time, later
in history, when another father allows his son to be sacrificed on a cross.
I wanted the children in my Bible class to contemplate sacrifice. I wanted them to think about what it would mean
to love and trust God so much that we would be willing to give up something we hold precious. Abraham passed
the test and showed he was willing to go to any extreme God asked of him. Would we pass that test?
The following activity meant a lot to my group of kids so I thought you might like to try it too. Like Abraham, they
will be taken to the very edge in contemplating sacrifice but then they will not actually be sacrificing.
I would suggest you speak calmly and not too fast so that you create an environment of contemplation among the
children.

Supplies you will need:
Enough paper so that each child will have a few small sheets of paper
Pens or pencils
Some flat stones
Something upon which to place the stones (I used a round metal pizza pan)
An empty box of matches

Instructions:
After telling the story of Abraham and Isaac further discuss how God was more important to Abraham than
anything or anyone. Abraham proved that he was willing to sacrifice even the most important thing in his life, his
son. Is God that precious to us? What would we be willing to sacrifice if we were tested?
1. Have the children write or draw what is important or precious to them on small pieces of paper. One item
on each piece of paper. As they write you can already begin asking them whether the thing written on their
paper is as important as God. Keep in mind that this is not about good or bad. They will be writing down
some very good things and people. This is about whether or not God is more important than even the
MOST precious things.
2. After they have written for a little while then bring out the stones and stack them together to form an altar.
My class was sitting at a table so I placed the stones on the metal pizza pan in the centre of the table. The
children immediately recognised it was an altar.

3. Now ask the children to think carefully about what they have written on their papers and whether or not
they would be willing to give them up (sacrifice them) if God asked them to.
If they are willing to give it up then have them scrunch up the piece of paper and place it on the altar. Don’t
rush this. Allow them to really consider. More than one child in my class was not ready to “sacrifice” what
they had written but, after some thought, bravely decided to do so. When they place something on the altar
be sure and tell them you understand how difficult it is and are proud they have made that decision. After
all, sacrifice is difficult for children just like it is difficult for us adults!
4. Once the papers are all on the “altar” then bring out the matchbox. When you seem to be ready to burn all
of these sacrifices then open the matchbox to show that it is empty.
At this point continue the conversation to relate the activity back to Abraham. Here is what I said, “Of course we
are not going to burn all of these things. God wants us to enjoy all of these blessings in our lives. After all, many
of these people and things are very good for us and he does not want us to give them up.
But God DOES want us to understand that HE is more important than even the best things in our lives. Isaac was
the best thing in Abraham’s life but Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice him showed that God was even more
important than his beloved son.
In today’s bible lesson we learn that God tested Abraham to see if he was willing to give up Isaac if it was for God.
Abraham passed the test.
And guess what? Today we have had a kind of test. YOU were willing to give up your precious things if it was for
God. You showed that God is more important than all of these things. You passed the test. I am so proud of you.”
At the conclusion of the activity I prayed out loud for each child individually.
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The Judges- Round and Round They
Go

Recently I taught a set of classes about the time of the Judges. The background to this time in history is one of a
repeating cycle. To illustrate the idea of a cycle that goes round and round I decided to use a hoola hoop.
Each week, as we studied our way through the Judges I used part of the class time to review this cycle. Soon the
children were able to explain this to the others in the class. The rattle sound the hoola hoop made as it turned
added to the fun.

How to Make a Wheel for Your Class
If a hoola hoop is not available then use any circular object that can be rotated and used in the same way. A
bicycle wheel, hubcap, pizza pan or a round piece of cardboard would work just as well.
Write each of the stages of the cycle on thick card and tape them to the hoola hoop to form something like a wheel
that can be rotated round and round.
Now it is time to review the cycle with the children in your class. Turn the wheel as you tell about each stage. (To
remind you of what to say write the following notes on the back side of the papers.)
1. SAFE WITH GOD:
God protected his people as they obeyed him.
2. FORGET:
Then the people strayed from God and even started worshipping false Gods.

3. HURT:
Because they left God they also left his protection. When the enemies began to hurt them they had no
protection from God. This was a terrible time.
4. HELP!
Finally, after so many bad things were happening, the people realised their mistake and cried out to God for
help.
5. JUDGE:
Even though the people forget God, God never forgot his people. When his people cried out for help he
would send a hero (called a Judge) to save the day and turn them back to him. Sometimes these heroes
were soldiers, sometimes they were very clever. At least once they were a bit wild and crazy (Samson). God
knew what kind of judge they needed.And the cycle continues…The judge would bring the people back to a
time of safety with God (repeat number one again). Sometimes many years would pass but then, the people
began to forget again…(and this is where you continue to number two and so on).

Stories that Took Place During the
Time of the Judges
Deborah the Judge

Gideon and the Fleece

Gideon and the Midianites

The Birth of Samson

Samson and Delilah

The Death of Samson

Ruth and Naomi

Ruth and Boaz

God Answers Hannah’s Prayer

Samuel- Helper in the Tabernacle

The Lord Speaks to Samuel
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I Think I’ll Just Hum…

Sometimes I prepare what I think is a great class and yet my students struggle to think past the surface level of
the Bible story. But sometimes, often when I least expect it, the kids run ahead of the teacher and want to go
deeper.
Instead of just appreciating the facts or even the drama of the story they may ask questions about the characters
or wonder why the characters did what they did. They might want to discuss motivations and causes. They may
even ponder over what God was up to or discuss how he interacted with the characters.
Sometimes the Biblical truths become personal. They dig deep into a child’s heart and convict them to act upon
these truths.
And them sometimes, like this past Sunday, a child takes one more step and actually makes a plan. It is at times
like these that a teacher knows she has truly passed on the message.
Earlier in the week a young woman and I had prepared a lesson together on the Tower of Babel using the Lesson
Template. This time I stood back and she did the teaching.
First she had the letters of the words “proud” and “humble” written on cards. She mixed the letters up and
showed how to unscramble them to form the words.
Then she drew the face of a girl on a balloon and spoke as if she was the girl on the balloon. She began
“bragging” about everything from her good looks to her amazing skills at sports. Every time she bragged
she would blow some more hot air into the balloon. The bragging continued until the balloon finally
popped.
Using a simple flip chart she then told the story of how people began building a tower thinking only of how
they would make a great name for themselves. God was not pleased and mixed up their language so it must
have sounded like they were just babbling to one another. Not being able to communicate led to the people

going their separate ways.
After this, two towers were built in class…
One was built out of large Lego blocks. As each block was stacked the young teacher talked about
how great God was.
The other tower was built from wooden Jenga blocks. As we had planned, I built this tower making a
point to blatently brag about my own abilities at each level. As expected, my tower crashed and the
first one held.
As we gathered back together we looked once more at the word “humble” and talked about what it meant.
One boy had taken in the facts and had been convicted that he should be humble. But now, he was ready to put it
into ACTION. At his own instigation he devised a way to go deeper!
And here is a seven year old boy’s simple plan of action…
“Every time I start being too proud I think I’m going to just hum.” In answer to the perplexed expressions on our
faces he went on to explain, “I’m going to hum because that will help me stop being proud and remember to
be HUM-ble.”
Yes, that little boy really understood the message. He has a plan of action and now, so do I. Next time I start
thinking that teachers have all the answers…I’m going to start humming.
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