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The Mission Bible Class Vision 

A vision of Christians around the world equipped to value and spiritually nurture children. 

 

Purpose of Training Workshops 

The purpose of workshops is to equip local people to share God’s Word with children using 

methods and resources available within their own community.  A natural and sustainable 

approach is used instead of a dependence on printed (and sometimes foreign) materials that are 

created with large and established churches in mind. 

Although the main part of the Mission Bible Class Ministry is accomplished through providing 

free online resources I am also able to conduct a limited number of training workshops each year 

as funds permit.  A chief criteria for selecting a location or host for these events is that there is a 

multiplying component.  This may mean a central location where teachers from a number of 

congregations might gather or it may be one congregation, organization or gathering that has 

widespread influence in helping others. 

• Workshops can be tailored to training schools, larger established congregations or small 

churches and groups. 

• Teachers (current or prospective, parents, church leaders and missionaries are welcome 

to attend. 

• Mission Bible Class Workshops are designed to be interactive, fun and a blessing to those 

who attend.   

 

A Successful Mission Bible Class Workshop Will… 

  

Enhance what is 
already being done in 

local churches

Empower local 
Christians to use 

methods and 
resources that fit local 
culture and language

Encourage 
participation by 
both current and 

prospective teachers

Arm attendees with 
knowledge and 

skills for passing the 
faith on to the next 

generation

Introduce attendees 
to free resources 

that the church can 
continue using after 

the workshop
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Selecting Workshop Topics  

Typically, in the months leading up to a workshop, time is spent in conversation or 

correspondence with the hosts determining topics that would best suit the situation.  Although a 

number of topics can be touched on it is most effective to focus on a few.  A general topic list is 

provided below for discussion.  Other considerations for choosing topics might include: 

• Amount of time available 

• Type and formality of event (lectureship, large workshop, local church setting) 

• Audience/participants (interested parties, church leaders, actual teachers) 

 

 

   

Why Teach 
Children?

• God's Plan for the 
Foundational Years

• Shaping the Church's 
Future

• Connecting God, 
Mission, and Children

• Strategic and long-term 
planning from day one 
of  a church plant

• The Value of  a 
Curriculum Plan

How Children 
Learn

• Connecting Scripture 
to a Child's World

• Learning Styles

• Age Characteristics

• Faith Development

• Discipleship

• How children learn 
from the church 
community

The Teacher

• Attitudes and 
Attributes

• Intergenerational Faith 
Formation

• How to Study the Bible

Resources

• How to use and adapt 
free online resources

• Using natural resources 
to teach

• How to maximise non-
traditional teaching 
spaces

How to Prepare 
a Lesson

• How to use teaching 
templates

• Intentional planning

• How to choose 
appropriate activities 
for learning

• Planning activities to 
engage the mind, heart 
and subsequent actions

• Evaluation for 
improvement

Skills and Tools

• How to tell a bible 
story

• How to listen and 
relate to children

• Classroom 
Management and 
Discipline

• Simple visual aids

• Interactive activities

• Life Application

• Memorising Scripture
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How is Mission Bible Class Unique? 

The U.N. reports that 26% of the world’s population is under the age of 15 and studies show 

that this age demographic is five times more open to forming a life-long relationship with Jesus 

than in adulthood (Statistic from Barna Institute).  Teaching in this vital time can be natural and does not 

have to be complex.  Local Christians can begin sharing their faith with children quite early in 

their own faith journey using methods that are familiar and resources that are available to them.   

Importing American materials and styles can sometimes stunt the development of sustainable 

solutions and creative cultural approaches.  But local Christians who invest in the faith journeys 

of children are invested in the future of the church long after missionaries move on. 

It Addresses Common Mission Challenges: 

• First generation Christians lack multi-generational models for teaching children and 

passing on the faith to the next generation. 

• It is beyond the scope of most missionaries to equip locals in this for the long-term. 

• Importing materials from the States is common but is unfamiliar, encourages dependence 

and is not a sustainable solution in the long-term. 

• There is often a lack of teaching methods which suit the local culture. 

• There is a lack of affordable teaching resources with a larger biblical scope: What do you 

do after you have taught Noah’s Ark, Baby Moses and the Christmas and Easter stories? 

• Few materials cater for non-traditional or small churches and lack a mission perspective. 

  

Intentionally
Natural

& Simple

•Free, quality 
resource available 
through the internet 
(Biblical, adaptable, 
comprehensive)

•Encourages and 
equips the "beginner 
teacher".

•Provides context 
and bible study for 
the teacher.

•Makes use of 
interactive learning 
activities.

•Developed by a 
missionary for a 
wide variety of 
mission applications.

No Borders

•Joins God where He 
is already working 
throughout the 
world in the lives of 
people who care 
about children

•Equips local people 
to be self-sustaining 
and not dependent 
on foreign assistance

•Inspires locals to 
strategize beyond 
their own generation

•Reaches beyond 
local churches and 
missionaries to 
anyone who wishes 
to learn about God 
and share His Word.

Encourages 
Younger People to 

Teach

•Uses familiar 
technology. 

•Basic requirements 
are immediately 
available and 
accessible

•Flexible format 
provides strong 
Biblical content that 
can be applied to 
either traditional 
classrooms or new 
and innovative 
methods.

Cost Effective

•Free website 
resources available 
24 hours a day from 
home, mobile 
devices or the 
nearest internet café.

•Intentional in 
helping teachers use 
locally available 
resources and 
teaching methods

•Not reliant on 
printed materials

•Allows countless 
people to be reached 
every day without 
travel costs or 
limitations
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Personal Information 

My husband, David, and I have been involved in ministry and missions for most of our adult 

lives.  Although we have worked with churches in Texas, Michigan and Illinois we have worked 

in New Zealand on and off since we were both 18 years old.  In 1997 we moved our family to 

Tauranga, New Zealand and have lived here ever since. 

Background 

I was born to Christian parents on September 11, 1960 and grew up on a farm near Pleasanton, 

Texas.  I have been teaching children’s Bible classes since I was sixteen years old. 

In 1978 I attended the Adventures in Mission (AIM) Program at what was then known as the 

Sunset School of Preaching.  My field time was spent in Palmerston North, New Zealand.  I met 

my husband, David, in AIM and we were married on January 19, 1980.  

David is the Dean of Academics at the South Pacific Bible College and also serves as an elder for 

the Otumoetai Church of Christ.  We are a team in regards to ministry and we each try to 

support each other in what we do.  He is my best friend. 

We have been blessed with 3 sons who bring us great joy.  

David Ross is married to Olivia and has two sons, Caleb 

and Seth.  They have been missionaries in Ukraine and 

now serve in New Zealand. 

Our middle son, Daniel, lives here in New Zealand where 

he works in the Quantity Surveying field.  Our youngest, 

Jacob, is an insurance claims adjuster based in Alabama, USA. 

Education 

•  

• Bay of Plenty Polytechnic (New Zealand), 2000 

National Certificate, Business Administration, Level 4 

National Certificate in Computing, Level 3 

• Black Hawk College 

Moline, Illinois, 1993 – 1996 

Associate in Arts, Summa Cum Laude 

• Sunset International Bible Institute, Lubbock, Texas 

Associate Certificate, Biblical Studies  1981 – 1983 

Certificate, Adventures in Missions  1978 – 1980 

(Field Time in Palmerston North, New Zealand)  
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Employment 

• Founder 

Mission Bible Class Ministry, May 2011-Current 

This work has included developing the concept of Biblically-based, adaptable and user-

friendly resources for use by people around the world.  It has involved research, 

developing resources, writing, website design, being webmaster, conducting training 

workshops, producing training videos, consultation, promotion and fund-raising.  Over 

the years I have conducted training workshops or done consulting in the USA, Fiji, New 

Zealand, Australia, Ukraine, the Philippines, Singapore and Cambodia. 

• Compliance Manager 

South Pacific Bible College, July 2000 – May 2013  

In addition to a variety of responsibilities, including overseeing IT and managing office 

staff, I also managed all aspects of Systems and Government Compliance.  I consistently 

led the College in maintaining a high standard through multiple registration and 

accreditation reviews.  

• Previous Employment 

Previous occupations revolved around raising children and supporting the ministry work 

we have done and the locations that has involved.  Over 35 years this has included being 

a missionary, bank teller, touch-up artist at a photographic studio, owner and operator of 

a licensed home day care centre and a salesperson in a department store. 

 

Recent Experience and Positions Held 

• Ministry Leader, Children's Education 

Otumoetai Church of Christ, 2001 – 2014, and filling in 2017-current 

• Steering Group Chairperson 

Otumoetai Church of Christ, 2017-Current 

• Volunteer Secretary/Treasurer 

Battle of Gate Pa Trust, Tauranga, New Zealand 2015-current 

• Member of Coordinating/Supervision Team 

AIM Students and HIM Workers, 2006-2013 

• National Secretary/Treasurer 

Christian Theological and Ministries Education Society, New Zealand, 2004 – 2013 

• Supervisor/Mentor for Ministry Students 

South Pacific Bible College (students assigned in 1999, 2011, 2013, 2015) 

 

Personal Faith 

I have a real and personal relationship with God and live 

in awe that Jesus Christ died so that I can have eternal 

life.  I believe the Bible to be the inspired word of God 

vital for every stage of faith development.  It is my hope 

and prayer that I can live a life in the Spirit that extends 

to others the grace God has extended to me. 


