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Colossians 3:9 (ICB)

Do not lie to each other.
You have left your old 

sinful life and the things 
you did before.
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Teacher Notes Page 1

1. Cover: Ananias and Sapphira. Acts 4:32 through 5:11

We can learn important lessons from the Bible.  The 
book of Acts records a very serious lesson that the 
earliest Christians learned about telling lies.  

2. The church in Jerusalem grew bigger and bigger 
every day. People heard about Jesus and then told 
other people. Soon hundreds and hundreds and even 
thousands of people decided to follow King Jesus and 
were baptised.

3. There were many different kinds of people in the 
church.  Some were poor and some were rich.  But 
everyone shared what they had so that no one would 
be hungry or not have a place to live.  One good man, 
named Joseph, owned a field and had a good idea.  He 
sold the field and took all the money he earned to the 
apostles.  The apostles shared the money with those 
who needed it.  Everyone was happy to share what 
they had.

4. Everyone, that is, except a man, Ananias, and his wife, 
Sapphira.  They wanted people to think they were really 
generous like Joseph but, in their hearts, they didn’t 
want to share as much as Joseph did.  So people 
thought Ananias and Sapphira were sharing but God 
knew what they were thinking in their hearts. 

Ananias and Sapphira owned some property just like 
Joseph did. They decided to sell it and give the money 
to the apostles like Joseph had done.  The apostles 
could share the money with those in need and everyone 
would see how generous they were.  

But Ananias and Sapphira didn’t want to give ALL the 
money to the apostles.  They wanted to keep some to 
themselves. 

5. So Ananias made a plan.  They would tell everyone 
that they were giving ALL the money to the apostles 
but, really, they would secretly keep some back for 
themselves.  They thought they could tell this lie and no 
one would ever find out. So Ananias hid some of the 
money and took the rest to the apostles.  He told them, 
“My wife and I sold our property and here is all the 
money.  You can give to people who need it.”

  Ananias and Sapphira    www.missionbibleclass.org 13



Teacher Notes Page 2 

6. The apostles were wise men and, with God’s help, 
figured out the lie.  The apostle named Peter said, 
“Ananias, you could have kept that money and no one 
would have thought you were bad.  But you didn’t just 
keep the money.  You decided to tell a lie about it in 
front of all of these people.  

But you haven’t just lied to all these people.  You have 
lied to God.  You have lied to the Holy Spirit.

7. Right after Peter said this everyone was shocked to 
see Ananias fall down and die.  This was very serious!

8. About three hours later Sapphira came to the same 
place.  No one had told her about Ananias so she did not 
know what had happened earlier.  

9. Peter asked Sapphira, “Your husband gave us the 
money from the property you both sold. He said that this 
is all the money. Is that the truth? Is this all the money?” 
Sapphira thought everyone still believed the lie so she 
said, “Yes the amount Ananias said is correct. It is all the 
money.”

10. Peter said, “Sapphira, you have lied to God and to 
the Holy Spirit just like your husband did.  It is a very 
serious thing to lie to God!”

11. And everyone was shocked again when Sapphira 
fell down and died just like her husband did.   Sapphira 
was taken out and buried by her husband.

12. They news spread to everyone.  The Christians had 
learned an important lesson.  They knew that lying was 
very serious to God and that they should always tell 
the truth.  

Have you ever told a lie?  It is very serious.  But God 
tells us we can say we are sorry and start telling the 
truth.  Let’s read what the Bible says:

Do not lie to each other.  You have left your old sinful 
life and the things you did before. Colossians 3:9 (ICB)
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Please visit www.missionbibleclass.org to find this and 
many other free resources to help you 
teach the Bible to children. 
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