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Teacher Notes Page 1
Cover: The Noble Bereans (As Paul continues his 2nd 
Missionary Journey he finds people in the city of Berea eager 
to hear and study the word of God.)  Acts 17:1-15

2.  Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey began in Antioch.  He and 
Silas travelled through Asia Minor visiting the churches that 
Paul had helped establish on his 1st Journey.  Then they 
sailed across the Aegean Sea to teach people in Macedonia.  
These men travelled wherever God wanted them to go to 
teach people about Jesus.

3.  One of the places where Paul and Silas preached was in 
the city of Thessalonica.  There were many Jewish people in 
this city and they would often gather together in their 
meeting place which was called a “synagogue”.  Since Paul 
was an educated Jewish teacher he went to the synagogue to 
tell the other Jews about Jesus.  

4. Long ago, in the times of the Old Testament, God chose the 
Jewish people to be his nation and follow him. God would 
use the Jewish people to bless the world. A Messiah would 
come from this nation.  He would be their king and the true 
king of the world.  The Messiah would rescue the world from 
the power of sin and death.

The message that Paul had for the Jewish people in the 
synagogue was that the Messiah had come and that the 
Messiah was Jesus. He had died on the cross but was raised 
up alive again to reign as the world's true king and so that 
everyone could be saved from the power of sin and death.
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5. Some of the Jews believed Paul and decided to become 
followers of King Jesus. There were other people in the city 
who were not Jews but they believed in God. When they 
heard about Jesus they became followers, too. Even some of 
the important women in Thessalonica heard Paul speak and 
decided to become Christ-followers (Christians).

6.  But not all of the Jews believed what Paul was saying 
about Jesus.  Some did not believe Jesus was the Messiah 
and did not want anyone else to believe it either.  They were 
jealous that so many people were listening to Paul and Silas.

7.  These were not nice people. They found some bad people 
in the town and got them to cause trouble and make 
everyone angry. They thought that Paul was staying in the 
home of a man named Jason so they rushed to Jason’s house. 
Paul wasn’t there but they drug Jason out of his house and 
took him to the court officials.

8.  Jason was innocent but the men kept accusing him and his 
friends of causing trouble in the city.  Finally, the court 
officials told Jason that he could go back home as long as he 
paid money to them and promised to stay out of trouble.  

9. Thessalonica had become a dangerous place to be so that 
night some of the Christians helped Paul and Silas leave the 
city.  They sent them to the city of Berea.
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10.  When he arrived in Berea Paul went straight to their 
synagogue to tell the Jewish people of Berea the good news 
that Jesus was the Messiah. But when Paul spoke to them he 
found that they were very different from the people in 
Thessalonica. Luke writes that the Bereans were “more 
noble”.

11. A noble person is one who has good personal qualities 
and is moral in character as evidenced in their having an 
open mind and heart. The noble Bereans listened carefully to 
what Paul said and then studied the Scripture to learn more. 
They read about what God had to say about the Messiah. 
They knew the Scripture was true and they wanted to make 
sure that everything Paul said agreed with what God said.

And it did! Jesus really was the Messiah. Jesus was the King 
of the whole world! Because of this many of the Bereans in 
the synagogue decided to follow Jesus. As Paul and Silas 
continued to speak with people many other people besides 
Jews became followers of Jesus too.

12. Paul and Silas and even their friend, Timothy continued 
to talk to people about Jesus in Berea.  But, meanwhile, the 
news got back to Thessalonica and the angry Jews from there 
travelled to Berea to cause trouble.  Soon they convinced 
some people in Berea to be angry with Paul.  Paul’s life was in 
danger.
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13.  Now Berea had become a dangerous place for Paul.  But 
the Christians in Berea made sure he was safe.  They took 
Paul to the coast and then they escorted him down to the 
city of Athens.  They promised to send Silas and Timothy to 
him soon.

14. Paul remembered the noble Christians in Berea but, as he 
looked around at all of the idols in Athens, he knew that 
these people needed to hear about God and Jesus too.  
There was still much work to do.
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