
www.missionbibleclass.org     1

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 2

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 3

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 4

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 5

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 6

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 7

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 8

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 9

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


www.missionbibleclass.org     Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 10

http://www.missionbibleclass.org


Teacher Notes Page 1

1. Cover: Jesus Teaches Nicodemus  John 3:1-21

2. John the Baptist had been preaching about the coming of the 
Messiah who would save the people of God.  Crowds of people 
turned their hearts to God.  Even Jesus was baptised in water to 
show he wanted to do everything right.

3. Not long after his baptism, Jesus chose twelve special 
followers, called apostles. As Jesus and his followers travelled 
from place to place, people began to notice that Jesus was 
special. Jesus performed miracles (signs) or signs that would be 
impossible for people to do without God’s help.

4. One of those people who noticed Jesus was a Pharisee named 
Nicodemus.  Pharisees studied the Scriptures and expected 
everyone to follow God’s laws very strictly.  Many Pharisees 
thought they were better than others and tried to tell people 
what to do. 

5. Other Pharisees did not like Jesus, but Nicodemus was very 
interested in the things Jesus was teaching.  Nicodemus was an 
important religious leader, so perhaps he did not want the other 
Pharisees to know he wanted to ask Jesus questions. Maybe that 
is why he chose to visit Jesus after it was dark outside. At night 
not many people would see Nicodemus and Jesus together.

When Nicodemus met with Jesus, he wanted to talk about the 
miracles Jesus had done.  He said, “No one could perform 
miracles like this on his own.  God must be with you.”

7. Born again? Nicodemus was a teacher and very intelligent, but he 
did not understand. Nicodemus was so confused. How can a grown 
man go back into his mother’s womb and then be born again? What 
did Jesus mean by this?

8. But Jesus explained that he was not talking about physical birth.  
He was talking about being born of water and spirit.  Many people 
knew about the water in baptism, but what was meant by being 
born again by the spirit?

A person’s physical body is born from a mother and father.  To be 
born again happens in the heart by the Holy Spirit. 

No one can see the Holy Spirit. Jesus said that the Spirit is like the 
wind.  We cannot see the wind or know where it comes from, but 
we see the things the wind blows around. We cannot see the Holy 
Spirit, but when we see the good things people do, we know that 
the Holy Spirit is living and working in that person.

9. Being born again is having a new beginning with the Holy Spirit, 
God and Jesus.

Jesus explained that there are some things we can see and some 
things we cannot. We see things on this earth, but we do not see 
spiritual things like heaven.  God sent Jesus from heaven to save the 
world. 
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10. Jesus taught Nicodemus many important things that night. He 
even reminded Nicodemus of a time in the Old Testament when 
bronze statues of snakes were lifted up in the desert.  When 
people looked at the snakes, they were healed of their 
sicknesses.

But Jesus was talking about something that would happen in the 
future.  Jesus was talking about the end of his life when he would 
be lifted up on a cross to heal the world of its sickness of sin.

God wants everyone to be born again and live in his kingdom. He 
sent his Son to earth to die on the cross and give everyone a 
chance to live forever with him in heaven.

Jesus is the son of God. He brings light to our dark world. This is 
why these important words are written in John 3:16.

"For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son. God 
gave his Son so that whoever believes in him may not be lost, but 
have eternal life."
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